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It serves always to distract the public councils and enfeeble the public
administration. It agitates the community with ill-founded jealousies and false
alarms, kindles the animosity of one part against another, foments occasionally
riot and insurrection. It opens the door to foreign influence and corruption,
which finds a facilitated access to the government itself through the channels of
party passions. Thus the policy and the will of one country are subjected to the
policy and will of another. ...

Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me,
fellow-citizens) the jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly awake, since
history and experience prove that foreign influence is one of the most baneful
foes of republican government. But that jealousy to be useful must be impartial;
else it becomes the instrument of the very influence to be avoided, instead of a
defense against it. Excessive partiality for one foreign nation and excessive dislike
of another cause those whom they actuate to see danger only on one side, and
serve to veil and even second the arts of influence on the other. Real patriots who
may resist the intrigues of the favorite are liable to become suspected and
odious, while its tools and dupes usurp the applause and confidence of the
people, to surrender their interests.

The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in extending our
commercial relations, to have with them as little political connection as possible.
So far as we have already formed engagements, let them be fulfilled with perfect
good faith. Here let us stop. Europe has a set of primary interests which to us
have none; or a very remote relation. Hence she must be engaged in frequent
controversies, the causes of which are essentially foreign to our concerns. Hence,
therefore, it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves by artificial ties in the
ordinary vicissitudes of her politics, or the ordinary combinations and collisions
of her friendships or enmities.

CONTINUE e
enfeeble: make weak or feeble. odious: repulsive
forments: to grow/cause something negative usurp: take by force, infringe upon
insurrection: a violent uprising against commercial relations: economic relations,
government trading
insidious wiles: harmful actions/influences implicate: involve ourselves
baneful: harmful or destructive artificial ties: alliances, unneeded
partiality: favoritism relationships
those whom they actuate: those who are vicissitudes: changing status/conditions

influenced, followers
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Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us to pursue a different
course. If we remain one people under an efficient government, the period is not
far off when we may defy material injury from external annoyance; when we
may take such an attitude as will cause the neutrality we may at any time resolve
upon to be scrupulously respected; when belligerent nations, under the
impossibility of making acquisitions upon [impacting] us, will not lightly hazard
the giving us provocation¥;, when we may choose peace or war, as our interest,
guided by justice, shall counsel.

Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situation [our isolation from
Europe]? Why quit our own to stand upon foreign ground? Why, by interweaving
our destiny with that of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and prosperity in
the toils of European ambition, rivalship, interest, humor or caprice?

It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the
foreign world; so far, | mean, as we are now at liberty to do it; for let me not be
understood as capable of patronizing infidelity to existing engagements. | hold
the maxim no less applicable to public than to private affairs, that honesty is
always the best policy. | repeat it, therefore, let those engagements be observed
in their genuine sense. But, in my opinion, it is unnecessary and would be unwise
to extend them [get involved]. . ..

defy material injury: avoid harm

neutrality: not taking sides, being impartial
scrupulously: in a very careful and thorough way
forego: to go without something

caprice: sudden behavior change

patronizing infidelity: encouraging breaking existing
agreements

*Essentially: countries will tread lightly and avoid
conflict with the US
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...In the discussions to which this interest has given rise and in the arrangements
by which they may terminate the occasion has been judged proper for asserting,
as a principle in which the rights and interests of the United States are involved,
that the American continents, by the free and independent condition which they
have assumed and maintain, are henceforth not to be considered as subjects for
future colonization by any European powers. ..

The citizens of the United States cherish sentiments the most friendly in favor of
the liberty and happiness of their fellow-men on that side of the Atlantic. In the
wars of the European powers in matters relating to themselves we have never
taken any part, nor does it comport with our policy to do so. It is only when our
rights are invaded or seriously menaced that we resent injuries or make
preparation for our defense. With the movements in this hemisphere we are of
necessity more immediately connected, and by causes which must be obvious to
all enlightened and impartial observers. The political system of the allied powers
[Russia, Prussia, Austria] is essentially different in this respect from that of
America. This difference proceeds from that which exists in their respective
Governments; and to the defense of our own, which has been achieved by the
loss of so much blood and treasure, and matured by the wisdom of their most
enlightened citizens, and under which we have enjoyed unexampled felicity, this
whole nation is devoted. We owe it, therefore, to candor and to the amicable
relations existing between the United States and those powers to declare that we
should consider any attempt on their part to extend their system to any portion
of this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety.

With the existing colonies or dependencies of any European power we have not
interfered and shall not interfere. But with the Governments who have declared
their independence and maintain it, and whose independence we have, on great
consideration and on just principles, acknowledged, we could not view any
interposition for the purpose of oppressing them, or controlling in any other
manner their destiny, by any European power in any other light than as the
manifestation of an unfriendly disposition toward the United States.

CONTINUE e
comport: align with, behave interposition: act of inserting (power)
unexampled felicity: never before seen happiness  oppressing: keeping people in a state of

system: the nations’ government (in this case) irlferio[ity/hardship
disposition: attitude
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In the war between those new Governments and Spain we declared our
neutrality at the time of their recognition, and to this we have adhered, and shall
continue to adhere, provided no change shall occur which, in the judgement of
the competent authorities of this Government, shall make a corresponding
change on the part of the United States indispensable to their security. . .

It is impossible that the allied powers should extend their political system to any
portion of either continent without endangering our peace and happiness; nor
can anyone believe that our southern brethren, if left to themselves, would
adopt it of their own accord. It is equally impossible, therefore, that we should
behold such interposition in any form with indifference. If we look to the
comparative strength and resources of Spain and those new Governments, and
their distance from each other, it must be obvious that she can never subdue
them. It is still the true policy of the United States to leave the parties to
themselves, in hope that other powers will pursue the same course....

indispensable: absolutely necessary
southern brethren: South American nations
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Letter Accepting the Presidential Nomination, September 11, 1888

Our relations with foreign powers should be characterized by friendliness and
respect. The right of our people and of our ships to hospitable treatment should
be insisted upon with dignity and firmness. Our nation is too great, both in
material strength and in moral power, to indulge in bluster or to be suspected of
timorousness. Vacillation and inconsistency are as incompatible with successful
diplomacy as they are with the national dignity. We should especially cultivate
and extend our diplomatic and commercial relations with the Central and South
American states. Our fisheries should be fostered and protected. The hardships
and risks that are the necessary incidents of the business should not be
increased by an inhospitable exclusion from the near-lying ports. The resources
of a firm, dignified, and consistent diplomacy are undoubtedly equal to the
prompt and peaceful solution of the difficulties that now exist. Our neighbors will
surely not expect in our ports a commercial hospitality they deny to us in theirs.

Another international conference having great possibilities for good has lately
assembled and is now in session in this capital. An invitation was extended by the
Government, under the act of Congress of July 9, 1888, to all maritime nations to
send delegates to confer touching the revision and amendment of the rules and
regulations governing vessels at sea and to adopt a uniform system of marine
signals. The response to this invitation has been very general and very cordial.
Delegates from twenty-six nations are present in the conference, and they have
entered upon their useful work with great zeal and with an evident appreciation
of its importance. So far as the agreement to be reached may require legislation
to give it effect, the cooperation of Congress is confidently relied upon.

Harrison’s letter to James G Blaine, his newly appointed Secretary of State,
January 17, 1889

We have already a pretty full understanding of each other's views as to the

general policy which should characterize our foreign relations.
CONTINUVE

hospitable: friendly and welcoming to guests
timorousness: showing or suffering from nervousness
vacillation: unable to decide
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| am especially interested in the improvement of of our relations with the Central
and South American States. We must win their confidence by deserving it. It will
not come upon demand. ..

As to our relations with European governments they will, | hope, be easy of
management, and in the main formal. But three distinct questions with as many
of the great powers will require early and discreet attention. | do not doubt that it
would be your inclination as it will be mine to so deal with these questions as to
bring about just and peaceful conclusions. Your familiarity with the origin and
progress of these differences, and indeed with the whole history of our
diplomacy, would, | am sure, give you great advantage in dealing with them.

First Annual Message to Congress, December 3, 1889

It is an interesting, if not, indeed, an unprecedented, fact that the two
international conferences have brought together here the accredited
representatives of thirty-three nations. Bolivia, Ecuador, and Honduras are now
represented by resident envoys of the plenipotentiary grade. All the States of the
American system now maintain diplomatic representation at this capital. In this
connection it may be noted that all the nations of the Western Hemisphere, with
one exception, send to Washington envoys extraordinary and ministers
plenipotentiary, being the highest grade accredited to this Government.

plenipotentiary: a diplomat, invested with the full power of independent action on behalf of their
government
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Right here let me make as vigorous a plea as | know how in favor of saying
nothing that we do not mean, and of acting without hesitation up to whatever
we say. A good many of you are probably acquainted with the old proverb, 'Speak
softly and carry a big stick — you will go far! If a man continually blusters, if he
lacks civility, a big stick will not save him from trouble, and neither will speaking
softly avail, if back of the softness there does not lie strength, power. In private life
there are few beings more obnoxious than the man who is always loudly
boasting, and if the boaster is not prepared to back up his words, his position
becomes absolutely contemptible. So it is with the nation. It is both foolish and
undignified to indulge in undue self-glorification, and, above all, in loose-
tongued denunciation of other peoples. Whenever on any point we come in
contact with a foreign power, | hope that we shall always strive to speak
courteously and respectfully of that foreign power. ..

Let us make it evident that we intend to do justice. Then let us make it equally
evident that we will not tolerate injustice being done us in return. Let us further
make it evident that we use no words which we are not which prepared to back
up with deeds, and that while our speech is always moderate, we are ready and
willing to make it good. Such an attitude will be the surest possible guarantee of
that self-respecting peace, the attainment of which is and must ever be the
prime aim of a self-governing people...

This is the attitude we should take as regards the Monroe doctrine. There is not
the least need of blustering about it. Still less should it be used as a pretext for
our own aggrandizement at the expense of any other American state. But most
emphatically, we must make it evident that we intend on this point ever to
maintain the old American position. Indeed, it is hard to understand how any
man can take any other position now that we are all looking forward to the
building of the Isthmian canal. The Monroe doctrine is not international law, but
there is no necessity that it should be. ..

CONTINUE @

denunciation: public shaming or condemnation . ) .
Isthmian canal: a canal built on a narrow strip of land, in this case referencing the Panama Canal
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In the Philippines we have brought peace, and we are at this moment giving
them such freedom and self-government as they could never under any
conceivable conditions have obtained had we turned them loose to sink into a
welter of blood, and confusion, or to become the prey of some strong tyranny
without or within. The bare recital of the facts is sufficient to show that we did
our duty, and what prouder title to honor can a nation have than to have done its
duty? We have done our duty to ourselves, and we have done the higher duty of
promoting the civilization of mankind. ..

Barbarism has and can have no place in a civilized world. It is our duty toward the
people living in barbarism to see that they are freed from their chains, and we
can only free them by destroying barbarism itself. The missionary, the merchant
and the soldier may each have to play a part in this destruction, and in the
consequent uplifting of the people. Exactly as it is the duty of a civilized power
scrupulously to respect the rights of all weaker civilized powers and gladly to help
those who are struggling towards civilization, so it is its duty to put down
savagery and barbarism. ..

Let me insist again, for fear of possible misconstruction, upon the fact that our
duty is two-fold, and that we must raise others while we are benefiting ourselves.
In bringing order to the Philippines, our soldiers added a new page to the honor-
roll of American history and they incalculably benefited the islanders themselves.
Under the wise administration of Gov. Taft the islands now enjoy a peace and
liberty of which they have hitherto never even dreamed. But this peace and
liberty under the law must be supplemented by material, by industrial
development, to the introduction of American industries and products; no merely
because this will be a good thing for our people, but infinitely more because it
will be of incalculable benefit to the people of the Philippines.

barbarism: absence of culture or civilization
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One of the primary objectives of the foreign policy of the United States is the
creation of conditions in which we and other nations will be able to work out a
way of life free from coercion. This was a fundamental issue in the war with
Germany and Japan. Our victory was won over countries which sought to impose
their will, and their way of life, upon other nations. ..

We shall not realize our objectives, however, unless we are willing to help free
peoples to maintain their free institutions and their national integrity against
aggressive movements that seek to impose upon them totalitarian regimes.
This is no more than a frank recognition that totalitarian regimes imposed on
free peoples, by direct or indirect aggression, undermine the foundations of
international peace and hence the security of the United States. ..

The peoples of a number of countries of the world have recently had totalitarian
regimes forced upon them against their will. The Government of the United
States has made frequent protests against coercion and intimidation, in violation
of the Yalta agreement, in Poland, Rumania, and Bulgaria. | must also state that
in a number of other countries there have been similar developments. ..

At the present moment in world history nearly every nation must choose
between alternative ways of life. The choice is too often not a free one. One way
of life is based upon the will of the majority, and is distinguished by free
institutions, representative government, free elections, guarantees of individual
liberty, freedom of speech and religion, and freedom from political oppression.
The second way of life is based upon the will of a minority forcibly imposed upon
the majority. It relies upon terror and oppression, a controlled press and radio;
fixed elections, and the suppression of personal freedoms. ..

| believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples
who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside

pressures. ..
CONTINUE ©

coercion: by force _ . )
totalitarian regimes: government with total authority and control, usually oppressive
subjugation: takeover, bringing under control
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The world is not static, and the status quo is not sacred. But we cannot allow
changes in the status quo in violation of the Charter of the United Nations by
such methods as coercion, or by such subterfuges as political infiltration. In
helping free and independent nations to maintain their freedom, the United
States will be giving effect to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations. .

If Greece should fall under the control of an armed minority, the effect upon its
neighbor, Turkey, would be immediate and serious. Confusion and disorder
might well spread throughout the entire Middle East. Moreover, the
disappearance of Greece as an independent state would have a profound effect
upon those countries in Europe whose peoples are struggling against great
difficulties to maintain their freedoms and their independence while they repair
the damages of war. ..

Should we fail to aid Greece and Turkey in this fateful hour, the effect will be far
reaching to the West as well as to the East. ..

The seeds of totalitarian regimes are nurtured by misery and want. They spread
and grow in the evil soil of poverty and strife. They reach their full growth when
the hope of a people for a better life has died. We must keep that hope alive. The
free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining their freedoms. If
we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the world -- and we
shall surely endanger the welfare of our own nation.

subterfuges: deceitful/malicious methods
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Our nation will continue to be steadfast and patient and persistent in the pursuit
of two great objectives. First, we will shut down terrorist camps, disrupt terrorist
plans, and bring terrorists to justice. And, second, we must prevent the terrorists
and regimes who seek chemical, biological or nuclear weapons from threatening
the United States and the world.

Our military has put the terror training camps of Afghanistan out of business, yet
camps still exist in at least a dozen countries. A terrorist underworld -- including
groups like Hamas, Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad, Jaish-i-Mohammed -- operates in
remote jungles and deserts, and hides in the centers of large cities.

While the most visible military action is in Afghanistan, America is acting
elsewhere. We now have troops in the Philippines, helping to train that country's
armed forces to go after terrorist cells that have executed an American, and still
hold hostages. Our soldiers, working with the Bosnian government, seized
terrorists who were plotting to bomb our embassy. Our Navy is patrolling the
coast of Africa to block the shipment of weapons and the establishment of
terrorist camyps in Somalia.

My hope is that all nations will heed our call, and eliminate the terrorist parasites
who threaten their countries and our own. Many nations are acting forcefully.

But some governments will be timid in the face of terror. And make no mistake
about it: If they do not act, America will.

Our second goal is to prevent regimes that sponsor terror from threatening
America or our friends and allies with weapons of mass destruction. Some of
these regimes have been pretty quiet since September the T11th.

States like these, and their terrorist allies, constitute an axis of evil, arming to
threaten the peace of the world. By seeking weapons of mass destruction, these
regimes pose a grave and growing danger. They could provide these arms to
terrorists, giving them the means to match their hatred. They could attack our
allies or attempt to blackmail the United States. In any of these cases, the price of

indifference would be catastrophic.
CONTINUE ©
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We will work closely with our coalition to deny terrorists and their state sponsors
the materials, technology, and expertise to make and deliver weapons of mass
destruction. We will develop and deploy effective missile defenses to protect
America and our allies from sudden attack. And all nations should know: America
will do what is necessary to ensure our nation's security.

We'll be deliberate, yet time is not on our side. | will not wait on events, while
dangers gather. | will not stand by, as peril draws closer and closer. The United
States of America will not permit the world's most dangerous regimes to
threaten us with the world's most destructive weapons.

Our war on terror is well begun, but it is only begun. This campaign may not be
finished on our watch -- yet it must be and it will be waged on our watch.

We can't stop short. If we stop now -- leaving terror camps intact and terror
states unchecked -- our sense of security would be false and temporary. History
has called America and our allies to action, and it is both our responsibility and
our privilege to fight freedom's fight.

Our first priority must always be the security of our nation, and that will be
reflected in the budget | send to Congress. My budget supports three great goals
for America: We will win this war; we'll protect our homeland; and we will revive
our economy.




