
OFFICIAL CONTEST RULES: 2027

1. ELIGIBILITY: Students in middle school, or the equivalent, are
eligible for entry in Project POTUS. Homeschool and non-traditional
students are welcomed and encouraged to participate. Students
living in any state in the United States, the District of Columbia, and
U.S. territories (including military bases, embassies, etc.) are eligible to
participate and earn awards for Project POTUS submissions. 

3. One entry per student. This can be an individual project or a
collaborative group project, with a maximum of three students
working to submit a project as a group. Whether students are
permitted to work in groups of up to 3 or must work individually is at
the discretion of their teacher in a classroom setting.

2. To ensure your video is eligible for awards, ensure that your
project's run time is ONE MINUTE OR LESS. If your video exceeds the
one-minute mark, it can only be for the inclusion of a REQUIRED source
list or reference page with citations. Any video content that runs past the
one-minute mark must be related to crediting sources and not adding
new information. Keep the video content to 60 seconds OR LESS, then
add your sources last after the minute mark if need be. 

4. All entries must be the authentic work of the individual/s
submitting to the contest. If using text or other materials that are
not your own, be sure to mention them, list them, or cite them
during or at the end of your video. For help with research and
citations, check out the resource guide available at projectpotus.org.
Students who have participated in Project POTUS in a previous year
may enter more than once but may not submit the same project
more than once. Please keep in mind the updated Artificial
Intelligence policy for Project POTUS 2027.

Project POTUS

http://projectpotus.org/
https://bhpsite.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/Copy-of-2027-HS-Project-POTUS-Mission-Brief-1.pdf
https://bhpsite.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/Copy-of-2027-HS-Project-POTUS-Mission-Brief-1.pdf


7. Video files must be accessible for download, visible on
alternative submission options like Google Drive or YouTube, or
otherwise able to be successfully viewed when submitted. Any
video file entries which are corrupted, unable to be downloaded, or
have major issues with sound or imagery display will not be able to be
judged and thus will not be eligible for awards in the Project POTUS
competition.

Eligible video projects should be uploaded to Judgify, which has a file size limit. 
If the maximum file size is exceeded, students will not be able to submit an entry
without reducing the file size or submitting an entry as a link.

Need help? Send us a note at projectpotus@bhpsite.org. 

5. **All entries must include & credit at least one primary source.
Please specify in your video’s source citations, list of sources, or out
loud in narration AT LEAST ONE primary source you used during your
research. Note the definition of primary sources below: 

“Primary sources include documents or artifacts created by a witness
to or participant in an event. They can be firsthand testimony or
evidence created during the time period that you are studying.
Primary sources may include diaries, letters, interviews, oral histories,
photographs, newspaper articles, government documents, poems,
novels, plays, and music.”

Definition from the University of Washington Tacoma Library .

6. Grammatical or spelling errors & obvious historical errors are
grounds for removing entries from awards consideration. To
alleviate your worry, submit to (optional) Pre-check! Please look
over your video project before submitting to double check dates,
images used, spelling, etc. Historical inaccuracies that come directly
from an otherwise credible source (like the ones recommended on
our source guide) will not disqualify a project from consideration for
prizes. In these cases - it’s extra important to cite your sources! Citizen
Jurors review all sources cited in the video to prevent a project from
being disqualified and note where the source was wrong and not you
- cite all resources used!

mailto:projectpotus@bhpsite.org
mailto:projectpotus@bhpsite.org
https://guides.lib.uw.edu/c.php?g=344285&p=2318804
https://classroom.google.com/c/ODk2MTU2NDMzODcx?cjc=juhzsrm4
https://classroom.google.com/c/ODk2MTU2NDMzODcx?cjc=juhzsrm4


Any entry that does not abide by these rules, the AI policy, and the
Project POTUS requirements, including using and mentioning or
citing at least one primary source, can be disqualified at the
discretion of the Project POTUS team and will not be considered
eligible for awards.

Do you have questions about the video requirements or
rules for Project POTUS 2027? Contact Project POTUS HQ
for help at projectpotus@bhpsite.org                                

Project POTUS is a national education initiative for
middle school students from the Benjamin Harrison
Presidential Site. The program is made possible by
Russell & Penny Fortune.

For more about the 23rd President, visit
PresidentBenjaminHarrison.org

9. Any copyrighted material used in a Project POTUS submission
must fall under fair use rules. (Click here to learn about the term
‘fair use’) If you’re still unsure after talking to a teacher or adult
whether you’re able to use a certain copyrighted material, err on the
side of caution and check out these sources to find music,
photographs, video clips, and more that fall within the public domain,
and may be freely used.

8. Video material including language, audio, and visual content
must be respectful. Profanity, references to violence, and derogatory
content will disqualify a video from consideration for awards by the
Project POTUS jury. As a benchmark, consider what would be
appropriate to display in the classroom, according to teachers and
school administration.

https://bhpsite.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/Copy-of-2027-HS-Project-POTUS-Mission-Brief-1.pdf
mailto:mbeausir@bhpsite.org
http://presidentbenjaminharrison.org/
http://www.copyrightkids.org/cbasicsframes.htm
https://www.bibliography.com/how-to/copyright-and-fair-use-for-students/#:~:text=Understanding%20Fair%20Use&text=They%20can%27t%20give%20a,material%2C%20you%20should%20be%20okay.
https://www.bibliography.com/how-to/copyright-and-fair-use-for-students/#:~:text=Understanding%20Fair%20Use&text=They%20can%27t%20give%20a,material%2C%20you%20should%20be%20okay.
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/online-resources-primary-source-documents-monica-burns
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